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STUDENT LAPTOP POLICY 

 
Due to fundraising from the community, we are fortunate to be able to offer each student a laptop at 
the beginning of the student’s time at the Samueli Academy. We entrust each student with the laptop 
and students are allowed to bring this laptop home if the parents have authorized this by signing below. 

DAMAGE 

Each student is responsible for damage to or loss of their laptop and will be required to pay for any 
repairs or replacement of the laptop. 

If the damage or loss is caused by another student, a written grievance needs to submitted to the Head 
of School. A meeting will be scheduled and each party will have the opportunity to address the 
circumstances of the damage. It will be at the sole discretion of the Head of School which student will 
be held responsible for the damage, or if the replacement cost will be split in some way. 

PROTECTION 

We strongly encourage each student/parent to purchase a protective covering for the computer to help 
protect against damage. These protective covers can be purchased at the Samueli Academy student 
store or various covers can be purchased on internet sites. It should be noted that purchasing a cover 
does not absolve the student of responsibility if the laptop is damaged or lost. 

INSURANCE 

The Samueli Academy offers a $35 insurance policy for damaged laptops. This policy must be elected 
and paid for at the beginning of school and before any damage occurs to the laptop. For each student 
who elects and pays for this coverage, any damage will be paid for at the expense of Samueli Academy 
for one incident. Any additional incident in the same year will be the full responsibility of the student. 
This policy does not apply to lost or stolen laptops. 

 
 

I acknowledge I have read and understand this policy: 
 

Student Signature:   Parent Signature:    
 

Student Printed Name:   Parent Printed Name:    

Date:______________________________________        Date:____________________________________ 
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(check one) 

I accept insurance coverage for damage to laptop. (Attach $35 check, cash or money order) 

I decline insurance coverage and will take full responsibility for damage or loss to laptop. I 
understand that my student may not be able to participate in certain school activities until repairs are 
paid for. 

 
Parent Signature:  ____ Date:_______________________ 
Parent Printed Name: ____________________________ 
 
 
Background: 
Due to a large number of Chromebooks being dropped and screens being broken, we decided to 
beef up the laptop policy to clearly delineate responsibility and to also offer families an alternate 
for insurance. 

 
Current Policy: 
Our current policy is that a student is responsible for all damage to their laptop regardless of how 
that damage occurs. 

 
Through Jan 31, 2016 we have had the following repair issues for a total of approximately 
$10,650 in repairs: 

 
Type Fall 2015 

Screen 59 

Total Computers 392 

Breakage Rate 0.15 
 
If this trend continues, we anticipate approximately $15,000 in repairs that the students must 
reimburse for this school year at an approximate 20% breakage rate 

 
New Policy: 
The new policy clearly spells out for the parents and student they are responsible for damage but 
also gives the option for an insurance policy at $35. We reviewed the programs at several other 
charter schools and self-insuring for these types of damages seemed to be the best practice. We 
anticipate that approximately 30% of the students will take advantage of the opportunity to buy 
protection for their laptop. (Estimate based upon A Saba’s experience with our parents) If we 
have a similar breakage rate of approximately 20% of the students, then next year we will have 
100 laptops in need of repair. (500x20%=100) If 30% of the students take advantage of the 
insurance policy, this will generate $5,250 (30% x 500 students x $35). Using the 30% 
participation rate, 30% of the 100 breaks would be covered by insurance (30 computers). At an 
average of $160/repair (new quoted cost for screen) this would cost the school $4,800. 
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